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April 5, 2020 

 

Dear Friends of the Agua Fria National Monument, 

 

Amazingly, January 11, 2020 marked the 20
th

 anniversary of the creation of the Agua 

Fria National Monument.  To ‘Friends’ members, new and old, we thank you for your interest in 

the Monument as we note the highlights and lowlights of 2019. 

 

It is fascinating that the forces of nature play such a major role in the activities of Friends.  

This was the case for the Badger Spring Fire that disrupted our 2019 annual Wet-Dry mapping of 

the Agua Fria River.  Also, rain storms in late 2019 forced several delays in the recording of 

archeologic sites on Black Mesa.   

 

Nonetheless, as described below, activities continued within the Cultural Resources, 

Outreach, and Natural Resources Committees.  In addition, Board member Luke Edens has 

initiated projects that may lead within a few years to a Dark Sky designation for the Monument.   

 

The Bureau of Land Management in 2019 was affected by major changes that, in turn, 

impacted Friends’ activities.  The full government shutdown in January 2019 negatively 

impacted Friends ability to conduct organized and contracted activities on the Monument.  

Additional disruption occurred when key BLM and Monument staff positions were vacated and a 

series of interim staff appointed to fill in.  These changes left Friends without BLM contacts with 

whom to discuss and conduct our planned activities.  We are hoping that 2020 will bring in a 

more productive relationship with the BLM.   

 

 

 
Badger Spring confluence with Agua Fria River 
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Financial Status: Sarah Striker, Treasurer  
We report the monthly report as of the end of October 2019 

 

 

FAFNM  FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 10/31/2019 

    This  Month     

   SOURCES Budget Dues/Sales Grants 
To 

Date Net 

INCOME           

 Funds Available(as of 9/30/2019) 18205       18205 

     Dues & Donations 2500   241.5 241.5 2258.5 

     Sales 300       300 

   Grants           

Total Realized Income 241.5       18205 

            

EXPENSES           

PROJECTS           

   Interpretive Project(Grant Funded) 4545       4545 

   Wet/Dry Mapping 1000       1000 

TOTAL PROJECTS 5545       5545 

            

COMMITTEES           

   Cultural Resources 500       500 

   Natural Resources(other than W/D) 500       500 

   Recreation and Outreach 500       500 

Priscilla Fund Grand CR/Dark Sky 1500       1500 

TOTAL COMMITTEES 3000       3000 

            

OTHER EXPENSES           

   Black Canyon HP (Donation) 2000       2000 

   Agua Fria Day '19 1000       1000 

   Annual Meeting  1000 439.39   439.39 560.61 

TOTAL OTHER EXPENSES 4000       3560.61 

            

MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT           

   Administrative Assistant 5000 715.8   715.8 4284.2 

   Website 1000       1000 

   Office Supplies 500       500 

   Speakers Expenses 500       500 

   Fee/ NonPrft Alliance/AZ Corp Comm. 100       100 

   Insurance 1500       1500 

   Accounting Services 1000       1000 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT 9600   0 715.8 8884.2 

            

TOTAL EXPENSES 22145   0 715.8 20989.81 

            

TOTAL UNALLOCATED INCOME           

Funds Available October 31, 2019         17291 

Bank Balance October 31, 2019         17291.97 
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Awards and Recognition 
 Due to numerous and rapid changes in the BLM staff in early 2019, we were not able to 

coordinate Track It Forward with volunteers, so the volunteer hours were not able to be 

documented appropriately. This negatively affected our ability to honor the hours the volunteers 

provided on behalf of the Friends of Agua Fria and the Monument, and we were unable to issue 

awards on the basis of hours worked.   

 

 If you are providing volunteer hours as a member of the Friends make sure you are 

updating your hours on the www.TrackItForward.com  (TiF) website, so that you can be 

recognized for your efforts.  These hours are important to track as they help document FAFNM’s 

support for the Monument and show the BLM administrators our in-kind match.  You also can 

find the TiF  link from the FAFNM website www.AguaFriaFriends.org |Members|Report Your 

Volunteer Hours.  If you have questions about keeping track of hours, contact the Friends at 

fafnmadmin@aguafriafriends.org . 

 

Cultural Resource Committee Update: Connie Stone, Co-chair 
 The Cultural Resources Committee continued to assist BLM staff in monitoring and 

protecting sensitive archaeological sites.  Members helped to inspect and assess the effects of the 

Badger Spring wildfire.  They also continued to assist Dr. David Abbott of Arizona State 

University and Scott Wood of the Friends of the Tonto National Forest in surveys to study 

prehistoric pottery types and site distributions on Perry Mesa.  Other activities included site 

cleanups at two interpreted historical sites, the 1891 School House and the Teskey Home Site.   

The committee completed a major project associated with implementing the BLM's 

interpretive plan for the prehistoric site of Pueblo la Plata on Perry Mesa.  We developed and 

printed an interpretive brochure that describes 

the pueblo by focusing on specific 

information tied to nine locations along the 

current informal walkway around the site. 

This approach provides valuable information, 

and is the basis for the future development of 

interpretive signs and trails.  

Committee members also worked on 

updating interpretive materials that will be 

installed in a box to be placed at the trail head 

for the Badger Springs Wash site. This project 

follows a model developed by the American 

Rock Art Research Association.   

In October, the committee began to conduct a mapping and recording project at a 

prehistoric site located at the north end of Black Mesa.  The site includes about 30 panels of 

petroglyphs, several "grinding slicks," the remnants of one or more structures, and ceramic and 

lithic artifacts on the surface.  The committee will describe the results of this ongoing project in a 

written report.   

Ephemeral contemporaneous ice 

sculpture, Badger Springs, Feb. 2019 

http://www.trackitforward.com/
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/friends-agua-fria-national-monument
http://www.aguafriafriends.org/
mailto:fafnmadmin@aguafriafriends.org
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Members participated in the following public outreach events: 

• Arizona Bookfest and Winterfest at the Black Canyon Heritage Park (January). 

• Hike at Badger Springs for cultural resource staff of Yavapai tribes (February). 

• Spur Cross Ranch Archaeology Expo (March). 

• Arizona Outdoor Expo sponsored by the Arizona Game & Fish Dept. (March). 

• Public outreach event at the Deer Valley Petroglyph Preserve (November).  

• Participation in the Smithsonian Waterways events associated with the "Water, Black 

Canyon City, & Me" programs sponsored by the Black Canyon Heritage Park and its 

partners.  These events included a public lecture in May by Dr. Connie Stone on "The 

Agua Fria River: Wild, Scenic, and Prehistoric."  Dr. Stone also helped organize a 

program in September focused on the cultural importance of water to Native American 

people.   

Lively committee meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month from 12:00 to 

2:00 pm at the BLM Phoenix District Office at 21605 N. 7th Avenue in Phoenix.  Members and 

guests are welcome to attend.  Occasionally meetings are held elsewhere, such as a project-

related trip to Pueblo la Plata and a field trip to the Smoki Museum in Prescott.  Please check the 

FAFNM calendar to confirm meeting dates.   

 

Natural Resources Committee Update: Tim Flood, Water Team Lead 
Our Natural Resources Committee chair worked out of the country for most of 2019.  

Some activities this year were conducted by members of the Water Team.    

 

  The Team prepared in April and May for the 12
th

 annual Wet-Dry (WD) mapping of the 

Agua Fria River, scheduled for in June 21.  BLM staff provided safety training on June 8 specific 

for the planned outdoor hikes.  More than 20 volunteers were primed to conduct the mapping 

early on Saturday morning, June 21.  Unfortunately, a large fire broke out on the evening of June 

20 at the I-17 / Badger Springs exit to the Monument.  The fire behavior or direction could not be 

predicted and forced closure of I-17, several Monument roads, and the postponement of this 

scheduled group event.  All volunteers, including 3 parties in route or already in the field, were 

contacted to alert them to the situation and necessity to evacuate.  BLM firefighters contained the 

fire within several days, but not before it consumed 2,000+ acres of desert and riparian 

vegetation and extended 2-3 miles toward the Horseshoe Ranch.  With great effort, Friends 

rescheduled the WD event for the following weekend.  However, a separate fire on the Tonto 

National Forest broke out mid-week that diverted BLM personnel called to assist.  This left 

insufficient BLM staff to support the WD group event and it was not possible to reschedule it.  

Nonetheless, individual volunteers and BLM staff were able to map about two thirds of the 

planned WD segments in 2019.  The findings are posted online.   

 

The Water Team represents FAFNM at Upper Agua Fria Watershed Partnership 

meetings, held the first Tuesday of each month at Arcosanti, just north of Cordes Junction. This 

Partnership discusses significant issues in the watershed including commercial developments, the 

http://arcg.is/0Gq0u5


FAFNM, 2019 Annual Report  Page 6 

ongoing drought, a proposed mining project near Black Canyon City, groundwater withdrawals, 

and ADOT’s plan to expand the I-17 freeway up Black Mesa.  The Partnership and FAFNM 

prepared many months for the December 2019 arrival in Black Canyon City of the Smithsonian 

Institution’s travelling Exhibit called Water/Ways.  Riparian photo point monitoring continued at 

the Riverbend of the Agua Fria (see https://sway.com/xG0NkCBGCGd0Ka5s  )  and Badger 

Springs Wash. 

 

The Natural Resources Committee also continued its participation in bird surveys on the 

monument.  From June-August, the Agua Fria River provides nesting habitat for the western  

Yellow-billed cuckoo, designated as a federally Threatened species in 2015.  This was the 8th 

year of monitoring for this neo-tropical migrant 

bird.  Members of the committee participated in 

the biannual general survey of birds in the 

riparian area led by Bob McCormick of the 

Sonoran Chapter of the Audubon Society.  

FAFNM has a formal partnership agreement 

with SAS.  We continued monthly surveys of 

Badger Springs Wash to document another 

year’s census of birds.  The Committee also had 

a presence at various outreach events.   

 

In 2020 these opportunities and more will 

continue for members of the Friends.  To express interest in this committee’s activities please 

contact the Committee chairperson, Board member Adam Stein.   

 

Outreach and Recreation Committee Update: Kathleen Rickard, Vice President  
 In addition to the outreach activities of the aforementioned committees and despite the 

lack of a chairperson to lead the committee the Friends participated in a variety of other activities 

in 2019.  

 Agua Fria Day held on May 18, 2019 at Cordes Junction in Cordes Lakes and 

covered a range of topics relevant to the Monument and river 

 Hiking tours of Badger Springs 

Wash and the burn area 

 Reinstatement of our ADOT 

Adopt-a-Highway program 

with a clean-up of the Bloody 

Basin Road exit in October 

 Hike with a Veteran – an outing 

held at Badger Springs Wash 

around Veteran’s Day 

 A member of Friends 

participated in conference calls 

sponsored by the national 

Conservation Lands Foundation 

(CLF) and their Friends 

Yellow-billed cuckoo 

eating a grasshopper, 

Agua Fria River, 2019 

Wildlife observed on 

Badger hike: Zebra-tailed 

lizard 

https://sway.com/xG0NkCBGCGd0Ka5s
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Grassroots Network.   

 We beefed up our  presence on social media sites, 

www.Facebook.com/FriendsAFNM and Instagram.   

 

Nominations Committee 
 We seek a chairperson to volunteer for this committee. 

 

Looking Forward  
In the coming months the membership can help increase activities concerning outings and 

education.  Details of the various events will be posted on our Wild Apricot website that can be 

reached via www.AguaFriaFriends.org .  Be sure to check out the various resource tabs for: 

Calendar, Science and Research, Donate, Members, contact info for committee chairs, and 

more.  Your postings of trip reports, pictures, and comments on our social media sites will keep 

the content fresh. 

 

Please check that your membership remains current by logging into the website and 

clicking on your name.  Your financial contributions are most appreciated.  Then, come join us 

out on the Monument! 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Tim Flood, Past President, 

Friends of the Agua Fria National Monument 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FriendsAFNM
http://www.aguafriafriends.org/
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m = mesquite; t = tamarisk 

Vegetation at Badger Springs Trailhead shows partial fire recovery and re-sprouting, September 1, 2019 


